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nYy nicHAnD SPILLANE,

Trto the Nlstory of every nition thera
I8 woven Lho stary of somo one soldler
of low rank whogs valor nid whosa pa-
triotlam have theilled the gouls of men.
France. with Its glorlous Latour. un-
doubtedly leads ths world, A hundred
poeld have sung and ns many blogras
pherd have written of his deeds, but
tlmn does not wither nor oft telling
stnle tho beauty of the tale. Conturies
hance Ila appenl will he as atrong as (L
{5 Llo-day, for it has for e egsence Lthren
elaments—harolsm, slmplicity and love
of coltntry—without which tife would
be barren and governments could not
endure, o

A genarous, kindly splrit was Lalour
A'Avvergne. The bloog of are of the
greatest nobles of France flowed In his
vaing, hut pnever did ha show envy or
malics becausa the bar ninlster robhed
him of title or empty honors, Of a
warrlor race, he proved himself the
warrior supreme;  He was nearly fifty
veary old when France entered upon
that perlod of hlood and struggle al-
most without parallel in tho hidtory of
the world. To him country meant more
than King, In tha army of thie Alns=,
in'the days of the Directory, ha frought
an grenadier. Columns might be shat-
tercd, generals might make nilsinkes,
but Latour and lls graenadiers naver
ware known to fail. With swoid or
hayonet hie led his men, No tagk was
ton desperate, no charge too hazardous
for him. ' Soon the army rang with
storles of hls bravery. He was tha
first 1o enter Chambery, sword in liand,
In bLattls he was all that was gallant,
In vietory he was all that was mag-
nanlmous, tender. and humana. e liv-
ed o 1ifa of Spartan slmplicity, No nsol-
disr could go hungey while he liad a
crust of bread; ns wounded enemy un-
covered while hia had a hlanket he
could eall his own. Promotlon was of-
fered to him a dozen times, but every
time he Ageclined. Ho would be a cap-
tain, nothing more.

Dend on the Fleld

Iis sxampls was an
thn seldiers of France. 3en craved to
eerve umder the banner of Lalour. Tha
grenadiers developed into the fiower of
the army. When he was fcnt to tha
Pyranees he commanded 8,000 men, but
#iill ha wora the uniform of a eaptain,
Eo great a dread did the enemy have
of the bayonets of Latour's Grenadlers
that the éorps got the name of the
“Infernal column."

From the army of the Pyrenees Napo-
leon sent him to the army of the Ihine,
and, unable to get him to accept re-
gular promotlon, gave to him the titla
of “The First Grenadler of France! A
wonderful leader he proved himself
time and time again, but at Oleshau-
Een, In Bavarin, on June 27, 1500, In the
hour of vietory, he was killed, Never
tn slmple soldler wuas shown greater
+ honor than te Latour d'Auvergne. Tha
whole army of France mourned for him

of Honor,
Ingplratinn to

three daye, and every sgoldler set asida
31 L) s pay to buy a golden urn to
hold £ noble heart, Hls sword was

ecnt
T
glorl

to the Church of the Invalids to
azured as one of the pricelesa
nf-];‘rnncn. and then, by order
of Napoleon, who Knew how to do
things well, thera wias Innugurated a
custom thet continued to the ciose of
the empire. At the muster roll of his
regiment each morning the pame of
Latour was. called and the oldest ser-
geant gtepped forward and answersd:

4xfort an champ d'honneur” (Dead on
the field of honoar).
The Ameriean Lotour.

Amearica had ils prototype of Latour
‘dAuvergna In, Willlam Jasper. The
rame chivalous spirlt, the same rugged
eimpllcity, the same magnlficent brav-
ery that Latour displayed characterized
Sergeant Jasper. What does it matter
it the American soldlér appeared upon
& smaller stage and befors a smaller
audience? What does It matter If lie
nelther could read’ nor write? WValar,
patriotlsmn and modeésty are gualities
of the heart. What does |t matter that
the place of his birth 15 In doubt and
that his grave {s unmarked? His name
is nona the less secure,

Out of obscurity Willlam Jasper 11ft-
ed himself on the 25th of June in that
vivid year of 1778, A Britlsh fleet was
attacking Charleston, 5. C. It was the
first blg engagement of the Revolution-
ary War, To dispute the passage of
British ships the Amerlcans had con-
structed a fort on Sullivan Island. The
fort was a erude affalr of palmetto logs
and sand bags, and only the front of
it was completed. On Long Island, just
below EHulllvan Island, the British had

landed a large force of troops, com-
manded by Sir IHenry Clinton, which
were to croEx to Sulllvan Island ond

attack the fort from the side and rear.
To oppose Clinton 400 or 500 Americans,
mostly picked riffemen, under Colonel
Thompson and General JMuhlenberg,
were etotioned at the east end of Sul-
livin Island.

1t Clinton's force effected a landing
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the fort was doomed. The British ships
passed the fort and took a positiong
off the western end of Sulllvan Island;}
the ships would be out of danger and |

the garrison would be helpless, for
the fort was open on that side,
Only Moulirle Kaer,
General Charles Lee, who had been

sent by Waghington to command Lhe
troops defending thes Southern sea-
board, thought it folly to ecxpose the
men u the fort to the fire of the Brit-
Igh ghipa. - He hbelieved the .cannon
bhalls of the warshipz would make
short work of the rude defenses and
he feared the whole garrison would be
slaughtered or captured {if the ships
passed the fort. Colonel Willlam Moul-
trie, who +was in charge of the forts
did not have Lee's military experience,
but he knew more about tha resisting
force of. fand and palmetto and -he
#lso had no end of falth in the fightling
qualities of the men with him., The
ships of the British were of the bhesl
of the time. They threw a welght of |
metal sufficlant to crumble any ordi-
nary fort. *The troops under Clinton:

were Britlsh regulars, classed as the
best fighting men of the waorld. Thel
Amerlcan  fort, hastily put up, only |
half’ finished and defended by meni

whose experience in warfare was con-
fined princlpally to Indlan warfare,
seemed but a scant shield ‘for the city,

Theére was some hope that the
marksmen under Thompsaon and AMuh-

lenberg. might held Clinton's men
back for a time, but this - was a hope
only.

On balecony, on roof and In chureh
steeple the peaple of Charleston gath-
ered to witness so much of the contest
Sphinx, Syrén, Thunderbomb, Ranger
&8 they could.  Above TFort Sulllvan
they could seec Lhe maw South Carolina
flag of Independence, It had a blue
body and {n an upper corner was o
crescent,  The 'stars and  stripes Dad
not come into serviea at that time. So
long as the people could see tha flag
on Fort Sullivan Charleston was safe.

With beating hearts the “wateliers
saw the stately warships form in line
of battle and move upon the fort. The
Active, ‘Bristol, Experiment and Sole-
bay led, Then came the Actaeon,
and Friendship. They =aw the flag-
ship of the commodore, Sir Peter Par-
ker, come abreast ofthe fort, and then
it seemed In an instant that fort and
ships were turned into  vyoleanos.
Flhshes and roars, thunderous erashes
and great volumes of emoke followed
each other at Intervals of only o few
seconds. Soon tho emoks obscurad
most of the view and they could =ses
only the flag of Independeance and tha
topmastas of the warships. How the
tide ofilbiattle went they could not tell,
but they watched the flag, Ilour aftor
hour they heard the. thunder of the
guns, ESo long as It lasted the city was
safe, but they relled more on the flag
above the fort, Once in a while n
cloud of smoke would hide It from
vlew, but not for long, /

. 'The Fall of the Flng.

Higher and higler rose’ the s'pl:'il.s
of Lhe ywatchers ns the hours paascd.
Suddenly at the helghth of their joy
the flag went down. Trom housctop
and belfry went forth the cry that the
fort had fallen. It was taken up and
carried throughout the ecity, . A sort
of panic possessad many of Lhe people.
Tho  thing=they ' feared and expecled
liad happened, and now that It had
come to pass they were' at a loss whit
to do. Some made hasty preparations
to leave the cily.

Othors ran abont almlessly, To thosa
who wero alarmed the fact that the
thunder of the guns continued ineress-
ed thelr (right at first, but then per-
plexed them. Why was tha cannonad-
ing kept up If the fort had surrender-
ed? Were the Britlsh: go moerciloss as
to continya the slaughter? Then thers
came: the suggestion that maybe tho
fart hag not survendered; mayha Lho
fight st was ony While they wero in
douht there came first from one steenls
and then ancther u cheer that told
{t§ own story, o clieer that brought
Jow tof Lhe heapts, o€ many who' hag
heen deep In despalr, The flag of In-
dopendonce waa [floaling onee  mora
nhove the fort,

1t was not untll late Lhat nlght, for
the Lnttie lasted until nearly 9 o'clocl,
that they heard the story of how the
flngstafr, whiell ngt—een, theo muatl ot
nosehoaner, hiadg been struck Lyio can-
non ball and viven, The Lleg itselr had
fulten: outslde the  fort. “’m;klng al
onp of the guns plong with Marion anil
his men. Wi Sorgeanl Jaspar, CTle had
been one of tha frst tolyalunteer whon
there was i cpll to arimg, He was or
twenty-six, e
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He had been one of. those to ralse It
that morning. Then the look aof dis-
niay faded and one of resclutlon took
its place. Tha fire of the Britlsh vas
incessant. A hail of shot was passing
over or giriking the fort. That mat-
terad little to Jasper. Ile leaped on the
parapet ‘and walked nearly {ts whole
where the flag had fallen, Picking
length before he reached the spot
up the standard he fastencd it to a
Eponge staff and then set the staff
firmly upon a bastion. The flag waving
once more, he jumped within the fort.
That was all, .

Walking Into the jaws of death to
save the flag was not the whole ser-
Jasper  ‘rendered. Above all
other things hig service was in typliy-
ing at that  moment the spirit of tlie
Amerlcan people, ‘Stch an act at such
a time. and "under! such condltions
means more than any ordinary deed of
valor.

“ 'The Vannuished Fleet.

1t was a wonderful story the peo-
ple of Charleston Zot Plecemeal that
night. " The British fleet that had ad-
vanced g0 proudly to blow the crude
fort off the faco of the earth had re-
tiredq shattered and beaten, The com-
maodore was wounded,.: Captain 3lor-
ris. of the British, was morlally injured.
Forty dead and seventy wounded was
the stbry of the flagshlp, With the
Experiment the tale was as bad almost,
for twenty-thres dead and seventy-six
wounded  was: the tallzy, With the
other vessels the casuglties were light
comparatively, but all suffered, Three
that tried to get past tha fort tp sweep
it from the west grounded on n shoal,
and one of the three, tha Actaeop, was
burned by the British to zave it from
capture.

And General Clinton wlith Lord Corn-
wallls and hls troops, fared almost as

ase
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badly. The sharpﬁ.honters at the ecast- [ Spring.

ern end of the island had waited|
the flathoais carrying

patiently untll
the Eritish regulars got weall within
range und then opened fire, "Twas use-
less to attempt a landing under such

a fusillade, |-Seyaral times. the Britlsh,

attempted I, Eaph  tlme ‘they yere
driven back, . Finding it was but

‘useless slnughter, Clinton gave it up,

Sad indeed was' the'processlon that
left: Charleston. Harbor the day after
the'battle/ Of the fleet scarcely a ves-
sel but was Injured, Of the army,
which was to overrun the Southern
colonles, it had been defeated, If noc
disgraced, by voluntecrs. Apd of Moul-
trie's men only ten were Killed and
twenty-two wounded, More than a
thousand shot werg plcked up about
the fort. Hundreds of shells that cama
into the fort fell inte a moal in the
middle of the works, the water of
which extingulshed the fuses bhefore
the fire reached Lhe powder. The pal-
metto logs had proved admirable for
defense.  The cannon balls sank, into
thely soft, spongy pulp and remained
there, They senl out no splinters
either,

Likke Laiour,

As the vanquished fleet jalled asvay
ang all Charleston rejolced, poor Jasper
and some others among the defenders
found It more difficult Lo face a grate-
tul people than o hostile foe. To Jas-
per, the Governor of the State, John
Rutledge, afterward Chiel Justlee of
the United States, presented his hand-
somie sword and thanked him in the
name of hia country. A lieutenant's
commisslon, too. was offered to Nim,
Neither sword or commission would he
tnke, “I am but a scrgeant,” he de-
clared, "I am not fit to keep offlceral
company.”

Sergeant he was and sergeant he
would remaln, No argument could al-
ter his determinatlon. To lkeep him
busy and give ample opportunity to
him to exercize his keen wits a roving
eommission was glven to him, As thera
syas more activity in'Georgla,than nbout
Charleston, he went' there, and,many
are ihe explolts with ‘whlel ho 1s
credlted by otradition. As humane as
he waos brave, 1L is #rid he never in-
Jured an.oengmy unnecessarily, but o
Story of distress or of wrong would
stie him to great emotion.  Onn of the
best storien about hils dolngs wlille
an independent rover 18 connected with
a tale of distress. The Britlsh had a
camp at Ebenezer, Ga,, and hed taken
a prisaner named Jones Lthefe prepara-
tory to-senidlng him to Savannah for
trial, Jones had been o loyallst and
then hag turned Continental, a caplital
erlmn {n the eves of the British, The
night gf the capture Jonos's wife sent
word to Jasper, hegging hln to save
her huaband's life. ¥When the meseaze
reached Jasper ho had only one com-

panlon, Sergeant Newton.  lle knew
Jones and such other' prisopers. A3
wele  gent to Savannal . would  be

under heavy guard, but he and Newton
started at once.  Sayvannal was In pos-
gegslon of the Britislh, A faw miles
oul from the elity on the road from
Jehenezer there was o spring at which
Jasper know the guard and the prison-
erg would halty Tor this polnt Jagper
apd Newton made gll speed. Onco
thera they hig In the husheg,

As they expected, the guard and the
prisoners dtopped Lo slln their thivst
anid okt Wight men mada up tho
guard, Twao of. the elght retmuinesd
with  the prisoners, while the other
six stacked (thelr muskels pgainat o
tren and proteeded  to drinl Whalting
for what they consldered the appor-
tune monant; Jasper and Newton erept
out from the thleket, selaed  two of
thine muskats and shot the two guards
who hiad bean leftowith the prldoners,
mhen they overawed the other si% who
wore it the spring,

he. prisoners, who were In lrons,
soo wers freed by lasper; the guns
of Lho former guards werp pul intoy

thely hands, and from the anring nent
‘vannih the men who hud been e
prisoners marehed  thelv forimer guards
to the Ameriean camp dt Juryavilie,

It reads ke Tamance, huttlt 18 not,

Fhe spring 1 known lo._\luy_u;l_-laspur'n |

Savaonnaoh.
TUp and down through Georgla he
roamed, battling with loyalist or Brit-

on, fighting the mood fight as best he
li::‘.cw. until what secmed to all to be
VLhe zreat oceaslon arode, when, In Oe-

| tober, 1779,
| bined: to wrest® Bavannah
‘British.

tlon with General
the Britlsh bottled up.
the French fleet had been a
to the British, who were il prepared
for =erlous attnck, Had Count d'Es-
taing; who commanded the French,
more sklll In warfare and less In let-
ter writing, he could have forced the
Britizsh to surrender. But he waated
most valuable” time. }He wrote pom-
pous and grandilogquent manlfestocs to
General Prevost, which the British
general read. carefully, digested ot
hilg lefsure, and did not answer untif
the last minute, and then in a spirit to
lLring another communication from the
QoLnl.

OFf gourge, Lthe counl wraobe agaln, for
he dedarly loved to use his panand tell
of his achievements and predlet what
he wias golng to do when he started
the works once more; but while the
count wrote the British genernl worked.
Wherens the defenses of savannal had
only twenty or thirty guns when the
French tlect arrived, thoy had 100 or
more when Count d'Estplng thought
It time to quit writing and begin fight-
Ing.,  The cliy, from one that would
have follen before a well-dlrected at-
tacl, had heen transformed into one
that gave every advantage to the de-
fenders.

The asseault was made on' October 9
and the maln’ storming party was di-
rected agalpst o redoubt ‘on Spring
HIIlL |, This stormlng party was com-
mamded by TVEstalng iln person, as-
sisted by General Lincoln, Fog and
darkness permitted the allies to get
close to the redoubt befora they were
dizcovered, but as  daylight dawned
they were subjected to/a frightful flve.
Thefr ranks: were decimoled and the
wholg force thrown into confuglon.
Twice  the allles reached the prra-
pet wnd planted thelr stondards—there,
One of Lhe banncrs was the 'Lily of
France; the other was ‘the blue and
orescent  flag  of Independence which
Mrs., BElliott had given: to Moulirie's
regiment’ three days ofter the battle
e s e et

AUVERGNE
REVOLUTION

French and Amerlcans com-
from tha
For - two years the clty had
beeir I poasesalon of the enemy, and.
now a French fleet, acting In conjunc-
coln's force, had
The arrlval of
A surprisa

ot Charleston, and swhich Moultrie andi
all:"his men had sworn to defend ta]
tiie end.. The French standard ha
been rrised by ons of D'Estalng’s alds,
and as he raised it he fell,” pierce
by a musket ball. The flag of the Sec
ond | Carolina ' Reglment ' had = been
planted ‘by Lleutennpts  Hume = and?
Bush.,  They, too, fell mortally svound-
dad,” The banner drooped and fell;"and
Lileutenant | Giray, ~who «next: took It
upon himsele: 1o rolse it met a llke
fate. 5

+ Saving the Bnnner,  *

Few officers  afl the Cuarolina regl-|
ment were left. 2'he attaclk had fafled,
but the banner of blue, with, the
[ liberty crescent. was not to trafl ‘Ini
the dust. When  Gray fell) Jasper,.
who had heen sorely wounded early
In the actlom, struggled through the
ditel,’ up the parapet and replaced the
flag where 1t had been planted by
Licttenant Bush, ‘o touch that flag
Egamed. to mean
no  Jooner Jasner ‘Lhis
parapel, than he received a second, anf
thisstime, o fatal wound, AR
Suffering the most agonlzing pain
from thls seconil. wound, Jasper hel
Lis Lanner steady for a time; and tha!
reallzing that it would fall into: the
enemy’s hands If l remalned "thére,
he summoned all his waning strength
and carried the flag-back to his com=
poany. : T
*1 have got my furlough,” he mur-.
muyped ng he was' ecarrled dying from
Lthe tleld, 5 ¥
The banner he 'died In saving was
captured  later, [In  Charleston;  whean |
that elty surrendered. to the' British,
and now s one of ' the war trophies.
to be geen in Lhe BritishiMuseum. 0
Sergearnt he was in his first battle |
andl sergeant ha was In his lasgts ‘Like:
Latour, greater honor was shown ' 'td
lilm than to many a general officer. In
the clty of Savannah there {s' B nobley

moenument perpetiating his deeds. He'|
I shown with the banner ‘held ahizh.|

There 18 Jusper Square named An hist
hopor, and  there s a Jasper countyd
to testify Lo the State's regard.” oo

But South Cavoling, the land” of his
birth, the State, undar whose Sflag |
le fought and saving whose colors he
dled, has done little in remembranc
of her gallant, though humble’ somn.
Movhe dome day the Second C._'urbl[nn.
will take w lenf ont ot the boolol:
Niapoleon. Maybe at the muster roll!
of the vegiment the name of “Jasper|
will: be called ‘ing the. oldest sergeant

In tha serviee will ‘step forwardi andi
answ end on Lhe Fleldiof Honen't
(Cop ght 1910, by Richard Splllane,
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